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Pilots must be able to interpret the symbols and landscape markings on the chart and correlate them with the 

real world in order to keep track of their position over the ground. 

 

VFR pilots use several charts and publications to assist them in flight. By becoming familiar with these, you 

can be of greater assistance to the VFR pilot flying through your airspace. 

 

Each chart or publication serves a different purpose and the VFR pilot must know how to use them all. You 

also need to have a thorough knowledge of these publications so you can communicate knowledgeably with 

the pilot. 
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Changes in elevation are indicated by changes in color or tint for easy recognition. 

 

 Colors change every 1,000 feet. 
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The Chart Legend provides information on a variety of features, including: 

 

 Airports and related data 

 Symbols associated with radio NAVAIDs 

 Communications information, including appropriate frequencies 

 Airspace, obstruction, and topographic details 
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Information pertaining to Special Use Airspace (SUA) within the boundaries of the chart is listed on the 

reverse side of the Sectional Chart Legend flap. 

 

 SUAs are divided into two sections for easier identification. 
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MOA information includes: 

 

 Lower vertical limit 

 Time of use 

 Appropriate controlling agency for each MOA 
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VFR routes:  

 

 Avoid the major busy traffic flow areas 

 Provide altitudes which generally aid aircraft in staying above or below Class B airspace 

 

IFR departure and arrival routes are shown.  

 

Obstructions, navigational reference points, and topographical features are emphasized. 
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Most of the information in the directory is for pilot use only, but it contains some data that could be helpful to 

a controller when: 

 

 Relaying airport information to a pilot upon request 

 Recommending a suitable airport in the event of an emergency 
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